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A Letter from the SIUSA President 
 

 
 

Dear Skålleagues, 

 

The SIUSA Board held their meeting and joined 

SI Nashville for the installation of their 2014 

officers during the American Bus Association 

Marketplace in Nashville, TN in January. 

 

During the Board meeting, SIUSA Board 

members were assigned tasks and given a work 

plan for the year based on the committee 

portfolio that they selected.  One of the priority 

objectives was to create a new SIUSA website. I 

am pleased to announce that the new SIUSA 

website will be unveiled and presented to the 

members assembled in Halifax at the 2014 

NAASC Congress. I would like to thank Dave 

Barela, SI Colorado, and our Communications 

Committee for their help in seeing this project to 

completion. 

 

Another top objective for 2014e is to assist clubs 

in their efforts to retain members, as well as help 

clubs increase their membership. I am proud to 

announce that over 60% of the SIUSA clubs 

grew or maintained their membership over the 

course of the last year. Overall, membership in 

SIUSA has increased for the first time since 

2008! The SIUSA Board has been working with 

Skål International to reinstate the availability of 

membership development matching funds to 

assist clubs in hosting booths at conventions and 

special events in their regions to help grow their 

membership. It was that announced at the 2013 

Skål International World Congress that this 

financial support was being eliminated. We want 

it back! 

 

Congratulations to the following clubs for 

increasing their membership by over 20% in 

2013: 

Long Island (55%), Charlotte (48%), Santa Fe 

(29%), Washington (24%), New Orleans (24%), 

Atlanta (24%), Boise (22%) and Myrtle Beach 

(22%). 

 

In addition, congratulations to the following 

clubs for increasing membership by at least 10 

members in 2013: Washington (19), Atlanta 

(14), Boston (11), Orlando (11) and Charlotte 

(10). 

 

On the financial end, for the last two years 

SIUSA has lived within its means and had a net 

gain, instead of a loss. This is the first time that 

SIUSA has had a back to back year-end profits 

in over 15 years. Much of this fiscal discipline 

and budgetary success would not have been 

possible if members of the SIUSA Board 

wouldn’t have donated much of their 

reimbursable traveling expenses when visiting 

clubs. As an example, I have not claimed 

mileage, meals, tips, tolls, etc. at all for 2013. 

Thank you all for what you do for SIUSA! 
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The American Bus Association Marketplace 

meeting in January was a huge success for Skål! 

In addition to being prominently featured in the 

show publications, the onstage presentations, 

and with a floor booth, I had the chance to meet 

with several Skål members (most of whom were 

wearing their Skål ribbons or waving their club 

banners), as well as with prospective members. 

We had more than 100 people express interest in 

joining Skål. From the contacts at ABA 

Marketplace, there was enough interest to 

explore the founding of new clubs in several 

locations. These groups have already started the 

process of formally establishing a new club.  

 

I love to get out and visit with fellow 

Skålleagues whenever I can. I would like to 

thank the following clubs for their hospitality 

during my recent visits in meeting with them: 

 SI Nashville for a great joint SIUSA and 

SI Nashville installation dinner where 

we had Skål members from several 

clubs throughout the USA and Canada.   

 SI Seattle celebrating their 60th 

anniversary and getting me to the airport 

when the freeway was closed.  

 SI Austin for their great presentation for 

getting new members, the person I 

invited has asked her company to join.  

 SI Dallas where we discussed ideas to 

grow their club.  

 SI Fort Worth where we discussed ideas 

to grow their club. 

 SI Cozumel and SI Montego Bay during 

my recent business trip. 

 

Milestones are important, and many clubs are 

celebrating major milestones this year. 

Congratulations to SI Boston celebrating 75 

years, SI Philadelphia and SI Seattle both 

celebrating 60 years and SI Connecticut 

celebrating 50 years of friendship this quarter. 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you in Halifax. 

 

Skål, 

 
Carlos R. Banks 

SIUSA President 

A Special Report of the SIUSA 

Auditors: A Review in Brief of 

2013 
 

   
 

Each year, SIUSA’s member-elected Internal 

Auditors perform a review of the financial 

situation of SIUSA. Their review is both 

quantitative and qualitative and includes a 

verification of the accounts, balance sheet and 

financial situation of SIUSA as well as the 

procedures used by the Administrators in 

maintaining those accounts. The Auditors also 

look at the interactions and working relationship 

between the SIUSA Board and the Administrator 

on financial as well as administrative matters. A 

written report is prepared in advance of the 

SIUSA Annual General Meeting. These efforts 

are in addition to the annual audit prepared by 

SIUSA’s firm of certified public accountants. 

The Auditors also preside over the tabulation of 

the annual SIUSA election results. The 2013 

audit was conducted on January 31, 2014 at the 

SIUSA Offices. 

 

The Audit was conducted by Senior Auditor 

Dave Barela (SI Colorado) and Junior Auditor 

Anthony Cosenza (SI Chicago). 

 

AUDIT PROCESS  
 

The Auditors reviewed records with the Vice 

President of Finance. The SIUSA Administrator 

provided bank records for checking, savings 

accounts along with the reconciliation reports, 

general ledger and Florimond Volckaert funds. 

 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

 

STATUS OF SIUSA TAX RETURNS  
 

The 2012 tax returns were completed by 

ORIZON CPA’s and filed with the IRS in 

August 2013. SIUSA is not required to file 

Forms 940 and 941, since SIUSA has no 

employees.  
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SIUSA INSURANCE  
 

Insured through (GGMIA) Gallagher 

Grace/Mayer Insurance Agency in Omaha, NE 

with policies for Crime - SIUSA Clubs, Crime – 

SIUSA, Directors and Officers Liability, and 

General Liability. 

 

The Total Premium is $14,864.  

 

SIUSA CONTRACTS  
 

SIUSA has a contact with Buses LLC (ABA) to 

provide financial and administrative services to 

SIUSA. The contract renews for additional one 

year period each November 1st unless either 

party gives 90 days advance notice to terminate 

the agreement. The current annual fee is 

$25,000.00. 

 

ONGOING LITIGATION  
 

There is no ongoing, pending or threatened 

litigation at this time. 

 

BALANCE SHEET (Checking and Savings 

Accounts)  
 

The Auditors reviewed the SIUSA accounting 

system (QuickBooks) and in addition to looking 

at entries, reviewed the 2013 Profit and Loss 

Statement with the VP Finance and 

Administrators, bank statements which the 

Auditors receive on a monthly basis along with 

the SIUSA Board, and check samples. They also 

reviewed the reconciliation and statement 

distribution policies, in addition to verifying the 

timeliness of SIUSA check deposits which are 

done on a weekly basis. In order to verify the 

accuracy of the listings of Accounts Receivables 

within the SIUSA General Ledger the auditors 

requested and reviewed a sample of (3) three 

clubs to determine the accuracy of the 

accounting procedures. These clubs were 

Colorado, Central Pennsylvania and Portland. It 

was determined that all entries were consistent 

with acceptable account procedures and were 

posted in a timely fashion.  
 

FIXED ASSETS  

 

The only fixed asset identified is the SIUSA 

laptop.  

 

INTANGIBLE ASSETS  
 

The new SIUSA website is being depreciated 

over a 15-year period 

 

DISBURSEMENTS & EXPENSE 

REIMBURSEMENTS 
 

The Auditors reviewed all disbursements 

(checks) to verify they have been disbursed in 

compliance with approved contracts, By-laws, 

MOI, and BOD/Minute approvals. 

Disbursements are made on the 15th and at the 

end of the month. The auditors determined there 

is appropriate documentation to support all 

disbursements. All expenses are approved by the 

Vice President Finance before being forwarded 

to the SIUSA Administrator for disbursement of 

funds. They are then approved by the President 

and require the President’s and Vice President 

Finance’s signature on all checks.  

 

In the audit of 2012, it was recommended 

expenses needed to be submitted within 30-days 

after the event. This needs to be more strictly 

enforced. The Auditors reviewed all 

reimbursement requests to see if the appropriate 

documentation accompanied every expense form 

for 2013. It should be noted that there were 

many times when Board Members absorbed 

mileage charges, parking tolls, internet fees, 

foreign transaction fees, meals, hotels and etc., 

saving travel funds for SIUSA.  

 

ADMINISTRATION REVIEW 

 

SKÅL INTERNATIONAL FILINGS  

 

On September 5, 2013, SIUSA purchased 

EUROS 75,672.44 ($101,000.00USD) at an 

exchange rate of 1.3347 (Wells Fargo 

Commercial Exchange Rate) (Live Exchange 

Rate 1.3114). The funds were transferred to 

SKÅL International as partial payment on SI 

Dues for 2014.This transaction was authorized 

by the SIUSA Board during the August 29, 2013 

Conference Call Board Meeting at a maximum 

live exchange rate of 1.34.  



 

4 
 

FLORIMOND VOLCKAERT FUND  
 

A separate ledger is maintained for the fund. In 

2013 clubs contributed $11,075.00. The 

Auditors were provided a list of all clubs that 

contributed and their amounts. 

 

A separate bank account is not maintained for 

Florimond Volckaert Fund (FVF) receipts; 

however, SIUSA maintains a separate General 

Ledger accounts to account for FVF receipts and 

disbursements.  

 

SIUSA ANNUAL BUDGET  

 

The 2014 budget seems realistic and SIUSA was 

in the black for 2013 showing a surplus of 

$12,918. The 2012 financial reports were sent to 

Skål International on time.  

 

The financial reports are distributed to the BOD 

and Auditors on a monthly basis and are revised 

to meet the need of the organization. It is due to 

this regular review that SIUSA was able to 

prepay 2014 dues by purchasing Euros at a 

lower rate thus saving the organization a 

substantial sum of money.  

 

The Vice President of Finance has provided the 

Auditors with documentation regarding the 

proposals to potentially reduce and realign 

number of regions vs the current numbers of 

clubs. The auditors are in agreement that the 

Board should visit the possibility of reducing the 

number of regions. It is important to realize that 

travel to visit clubs would not be reduced but the 

expenses for Congresses and other meetings 

would be reduced with less regions represented 

thus saving the organization money.  

 

BOARD MINUTES  
 

The Board Meeting Minutes are posted on the 

SIUSA website on a timely basis and no later 

than 30-days after a Board Meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIUSA ADMINISTRATOR  
 

The contract with ABA creates a completely 

separate entity for this position. The SIUSA 

Administrator does not hold this position with 

any other Skål organization. 
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Upcoming Skål News & Events 
 

Will You Be in Halifax for the 2014 

NAASC Congress? 

 

 

Skål International Halifax will be celebrating 

their 40th Anniversary during the North 

American Alliance of Skål Clubs (NAASC) 

Congress. They have planned an outstanding 

program in a beautiful Nova Scotia city. The 

schedule of events will include educational 

seminars; a Lobster Feast, a B2B session, as 

well as a dine around that will include a number 

of award winning restaurants and plenty of 

networking opportunities.  Halifax has so much 

to offer; and it is truly a destination not to be 

missed with incredible history and breathtaking 

sites including the iconic Peggy's Cove and 

Citadel National Historical Site and Victorian 

Public Gardens. 

 

The SIUSA Board meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, May 1st beginning at 10:30 am; all 

Skålleagues are welcome to attend. If you are 

planning on attending this meeting, please 

contact Martha McClintock, VP Administration 

at martha.mcclintock@universalorlando.com. 

Lunch will be available at a cost of $25 per 

person, RSVP is required.  

 

On Friday, May 2nd you won’t want to miss out 

on 2 excellent education sessions featuring 

Frederic Gonzalo on “How to Improve your 

online reputation & TripAdvisor performance” 

and Sean Williams on “Maintaining Brand 

Loyalty in a Digital Era”. In addition, each of 

the SIUSA Regions will meet from 2:30-5:00 

pm. 

 

The SIUSA Annual General Meeting (AGM) is 

set for Saturday morning, May 3rd beginning at 

8:30am. The full agendas for the SIUSA Board 

and AGM meetings are posted on the SIUSA 

website.  

 

We hope that every club is represented at the 

upcoming NAASC Congress. More than 110 

SIUSA members are currently scheduled to 

attend. 

 

Registration is Now Open for the 

SIUSA National Committee 

Meeting in Tucson in August 

 

The SIUSA National Committee Meeting 

(NCM) will be held August 8-10, 2014 at the 

Radisson Suites Hotel in Tucson, AZ. The 

meeting will be hosted and coordinated by SI 

Tucson. In addition to the SIUSA business 

meetings, events during the NCM will include 

an inspiring panel discussion, a Mexican Fiesta, 

a tour of the Pima Air and Space Museum, as 

well as plenty of golf and recreation and lots of 

networking opportunities.  Visit 

http://www.skaltucson.com to register. 

 

 
 

For questions or additional information, please 

contact Gayle at gayle_venner@hotmail.com. 

 

http://www.skalhalifax.ca/schedule2014.pdf
mailto:martha.mcclintock@universalorlando.com
http://fredericgonzalo.com/en/
http://www.radisson.com/tucson-hotel-az-85710/aztucsrd/area/map
http://www.skaltucson.com/
mailto:gayle_venner@hotmail.com
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Registration for 2014 Skål World 

Congress in Mexico City is Open  
 

 
 

The 2014 Skål World Congress will take place 

October 25-30 in Mexico City, Mexico. This 

meeting is the annual gathering of all of the Skål 

Clubs worldwide. During this event, each of the 

area committees from around the world get 

together and in addition the world body meets 

and makes changes in administrative and 

operating policies.  

 

All Clubs are encouraged to participate. 

Registration is now open, and you can find more 

information at 

http://www.skalmexico2014.com/index.html. 

There are currently 3 hotels set to host the event, 

the Sheraton Maria Isabel, the Galeria Plaza 

Reforma, and the Hotel NH. Registration for 

the 2014 Skål World Congress ranges from 

$1,358 to $1,986 (inclusive) depending upon 

your selections. 

 

Nearly 1,100 people attended the 2013 Skål 

World Congress. If you haven’t yet attended a 

World Congress, it truly is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity. 

 

Skål Resource Center 
 

 
 

SIUSA to Host June Webinar on 

Meeting Protocol & Etiquette 

 

If you are newly installed Skål Officer, this 

online session is for you! Do you know where to 

seat visiting dignitaries at your monthly 

meeting? Who do you introduce first if you have 

several visiting Officers from different clubs or a 

Skål International Director present? Who should 

give the Skål toast? This Skål International 

United States of America (SIUSA) webinar is 

intended to provide you with an understanding 

and overview of all things Skål. During this 

session, we walk you through all things related 

to protocol and etiquette when running a Skål 

meeting as well as show you were you can go to 

find resources and information so it is always at 

your fingertips. This session will be led by 

leaders from one of the best run clubs in SIUSA, 

SI Boston. Welcome to the international 

fraternity! Registration information will come 

via direct email. Save the date of June 5 at 2 pm 

ET! 

 

FVF Fund Update 

 

 
 

What is the Florimond Volckaert Fund? 

The Florimond Volckaert fund (FVF) was set up 

in 1954, in the name of the acknowledged 

founder of Skål, to provide assistance to 

Skålleagues and their immediate families who 

are in serious need of assistance, during times of 

desperation. 

 

If a Skålleague is in need of help, an application 

should be sent to either the President of your 

Club or the SIUSA International Councillor, 

who will convey the application to the three 

FVF Trustees. They will assess the request and 

quickly come to a decision. 

 

Donations from the clubs help make the FVF 

viable and able to fulfill its special purpose. In 

2013, the following donations have been made 

by SIUSA on behalf of the following clubs and a 

few other entities: SI Arkansas, SI Atlanta, SI 

Boston, SI Charlotte, SI Columbus, SI Fort 

Lauderdale & the Palm Beaches, SI Fort Worth, 

SI Hawaii, SI Miami, SI Nashville, SI New 

York, SI Northern New Jersey, SI Raleigh-

http://www.skalmexico2014.com/index.html
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=259
http://www.galeriaplazareforma.com/
http://www.galeriaplazareforma.com/
http://www.nh-hotels.com/nh/en/hotels/mexico/mexico-city/nh-mexico-city.html
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Durham, SI Reno-Tahoe, SI San Francisco, SI 

Tampa Bay, SI Tucson, SI Washington, a 

personal donation, from SIUSA on behalf of 

Henry Kelly and from SIUSA on behalf of 

Bobby Husain. More than $11,000 was 

contributed in 2013. 

 

So far in 2014 we would like to thank the 

following for their contributions: SI Albany, SI 

Chicago, SI Dallas, SI Kansas City, SI Los 

Angeles, SI Louisville, SI Memphis, SI 

Minneapolis-St. Paul, SI Myrtle Beach, a 

personal donation, and SIUSA on behalf of Stan 

Heller. 

 

Skål Committee  

Highlights & Activities 
 

Membership Development 

 

ABA Marketplace January 11-15, 2014 in 

Nashville, TN was a success again for the 

Membership Development Committee this year 

with more than 100 prospects interested in 

joining Skål. The prospects were emailed a 

follow-up letter thanking them for their interest 

in the organization and the lead list was sent to 

the SIUSA Regional Vice President’s and was 

distributed to their clubs for follow up. SIUSA 

had a large presence in the booth this year with 

SIUSA Board members, SI Nashville and SI 

Memphis members all taking turns. SI Nashville 

provided local chocolates as a giveaway and SI 

Memphis donated lunch bags with various items 

from Memphis and Doubletree Memphis 

cookies. 

 

Moving forward, the development of a 

marketing plan to promote SIUSA at other large 

travel shows in addition to our presence at ABA 

Marketplace will be a priority. The committee is 

also working on developing better 

communications and tools to provide to clubs on 

how to identify, target and recruit Young Skål 

prospects. 

 

 

 

 

Standards and Process 

 

The Standards and Process Committee has been 

working together to update the Manuel of 

Instruction (MOI). Of the 7 major sections that 

make up this living document, changes have 

been drafted and completed for all but one 

section. All updates to the MOI will be finalized 

and distributed to the membership for review 

and approval by the NCM in August. 

 

Communications  
 

The Communications Committee has focused 

the bulk of its efforts on the SIUSA website and 

the SIUSA newsletter, SIUSA Journeys. The 

Committee has made great strides towards 

finalizing and launching the website as well as 

created an entrenched organizational structure 

and working timeline for the production of the 

newsletter. Watch for the launch of the new 

SIUSA website, www.siusa.org in early May. 

 

 
A new SIUSA website will launch in May 

 

Membership Retention  
 

The Membership Retention Committee has 

honed in on reaching out to the SIUSA 

membership to find out more about why people 

join their Skål clubs as well as choose to renew 

their membership. A short 9 question 

membership survey was developed and 

distributed to all SIUSA members who were 

members in 2013, but elected not to renew for 

2014. Those results will be compiled and 

presented at the AGM in Halifax and 

membership retention recommendations will be 

developed for clubs. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.siusa.org/
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Featured Skål Club  
 

Skål International Chicago 

Written By Region II Vice President Michael 

Kleine-Kracht 

 

 
  

Skål International Chicago was formed in 1939, 

just one year after the first club came to exist in 

the United States. The founding members were 

determined to be successful by doing things 

right, so the club was vibrant from the outset. As 

the third “most senior” club in all of North 

America, SI Chicago continues to exemplify the 

high standards that were established from day 

one.    

 

In the early days, there was a glut of senior 

travel executives based in Chicago; airlines, 

hotels, car rentals, tour operators, retail travel 

agents, cruise companies, NTOs, transfer 

companies and others. In the early 1990’s, SI 

Chicago actually faced the prospect of denying 

membership to some applicants due to the 

limited number of open slots available in certain 

classifications. As Dick Haymaker’s term as 

president was ending, the club had 130 total 

members, which was the maximum number 

capped per local bylaws. Chicago also had strict 

entry requirements based on the executive level 

of prospects. Although the restrictions were a 

key factor in growing a high quality 

membership, some regulations for new members 

have relaxed over the years, to keep up with 

current times. 

  

In the past, the respective officers responsible 

for managing the club year to year were 

elected based on the perceived contribution the 

candidate(s) could offer. There were consistently 

2 or 3 candidates running for each office. 

Campaigning was brisk. While in recent years 

the club hasn’t had that same type of leadership 

turnover, there is thankfully a core group of 

members today who are wonderfully committed 

and willing to take on the respective 

responsibilities – i.e. Graham Mosey “et al.” 

 

A closer look at Skål International Chicago:  

What are your club’s goals for this year?   
 

When looking forward to the upcoming year, it 

was determined that we would have two primary 

goals:  

 Improve our recruitment efforts in 

developing new members 

 

 Raise money for our scholarship 

programs 

 

How were those goals to be accomplished?  

To achieve our goals, we decided to do three 

things: 

1) Host an educational symposium for Skål 

members and others in the tourism and 

hospitality industry. We used 

partnerships with various other tourist 

related organizations to spread the word 

of the leadership and professional 

standards that exists among the 

members of SI Chicago. Along with 

skålleagues, more than 50 industry 

professionals who had little or no 

previous knowledge of Skål attended the 

symposium. We reached both of our 

goals with this event by gaining new 

members while at the same time making 

money for our scholarships.  

 

2) Continue to host our annual Golf outing, 

striving to be one of the best events in 

the Midwest. This event keeps our club 

vital and relevant among the local 

community.  

 

3) Host a very successful 75th Anniversary 

event to honor past and present 

members. This will be a great chance for 

us to display our history and further 

articulate our plans for continued 

strength in the future. We think the 

event’s exposure will likely draw new 

members to the club.  
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SI Chicago Tourism Symposium Program 

 
What are some challenges your club has 

faced?  
 

It is difficult to find central locations for our 

meetings without alienating the membership. 

Many of our members live as far as 75 miles 

away. Although downtown is where people tend 

to work, many live in the suburbs and parking 

downtown can be quite expensive.  

 

In what ways have you overcome those 

challenges?  
 

To address the location preferences and still 

maintain healthy meeting attendance numbers, 

we alternate meeting locations between 

downtown and the suburbs. We now have 

several meetings each year in the Suburbs near 

train stations with plenty of free parking. The 

transportation issues are also addressed by 

offering free transfers to the train stations when 

necessary. For meetings held in the city, we try 

to find convenient parking locations available 

for Skål members. 

  

 
Logoed shirts are always popular! 

 

What advice would you give others in their 

efforts to maintain current members?  

 

Have at least 1 or 2 events per year that bring 

outside individuals to show the benefits of 

networking with the current and prospective 

Skål members. By doing at least one in a casual 

setting and one as a professional activity, the 

scope is broadened tremendously. Since other 

SIUSA clubs can be of huge assistance by 

getting the word out to their members and 

people that they are connected to, we also try to 

make sure that these activities are announced 

and cooperatively promoted to create cross-club 

interaction throughout SIUSA.    

 

What else can be learned from your club? 

 

The industry has changed dramatically over the 

years, and we do our best to embrace these 

changes. It is our belief that the survival of our 

all-volunteer organization is directly related to 

the dedication of its members. By keeping this in 

mind and engaging our membership, we feel 

strongly that we are assuring the wellbeing of 

the Chicago Skål Club in the future.  

 

The SI Chicago 75th Anniversary celebration 

will be a phenomenal event held in August of 

2014, so stay tuned for details! 
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SIUSA Regional Round-Up 

 

News & Highlights from Region I 

Albany 

 

 Rolled out a new and refreshed club 

website, http://skalalbany.com. 

 
SI Albany’s website has had a makeover 

 
April lunch Meeting at the Rhinecliff Hotel 

 

SI Albany’s next meeting will be May 28 at the 

Albany Marriott at 11:30 am, contact David 

Thornton at (845) 246-8733 to register. 

 

Atlantic City 

 

 Held a special auction during the March 

meeting benefiting the SI Atlantic City 

Scholarship Fund. 

 
SI Atlantic City’s next meeting will be April 28 

at Revel at 5:30 pm, contact Nancy Schott at 

(609) 597-5100 for more information and to 

register. 
 

Boston 

 

 Applications are now being accepted 
for the 2014 Keith Staples 

Scholarship. This $1500 scholarship is a 

wonderful opportunity for a student 

studying Hospitality and Tourism. 

 

 
50-50 Winners from the March Meeting at the Hyatt Regency 

Cambridge 

 

Celebrating new Officers & new members at the Mandarin 

Oriental in February 

 
SI Boston’s 75th Anniversary Celebration at the Hyatt Regency 

SI Boston’s next meeting will be May 15 at the 

Taj Hotel at 12 pm, contact Carrie Campbell at 

(617) 226-6401 for more information and to 

register.   

 

http://skalalbany.com/
http://skalboston.com/2014/02/27/2014-keith-staples-scholarship-application-deadline-is-march-24-2014/
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Connecticut 

 

 Celebrated the club’s 50th Anniversary 

during the March meeting.  

SI Connecticut’s next meeting will be May 13 at 

the Stone House Restaurant at 6 pm. Click here 

to register. 

 

Philadelphia 

 Held the twice delayed Holiday 

Auction & Installation of Officers 

during February meeting. 

 Will be celebrating the club’s 60th 

Anniversary at April meeting. 

 

 
SIUSA RVP Ed Davis Congratulating New SI Philadelphia 

President Frank Klare at his Installation 
 

SI Philadelphia’s next meeting will be a cruise 

on April 27 aboard the Monhulu at 11 am, click 

here to register.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Issues of  

SIUSA Journeys in 2014 

 

July 22  

(materials due July 14) 

 

October 21 

(materials due October 14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.skalconnecticut.com/meetings.html
http://207.99.120.101/skal/images/phl27apr14.pdf
http://207.99.120.101/skal/images/phl27apr14.pdf
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News & Highlights from Region II  
 

Chicago 

 

 Hosted a successful Tourism 

Symposium in March, attracting several 

new members. 

 

 
SI Chicago Members at the February meeting at Chinatown 

 

 
SI Chicago’s Tourism Symposium in March drew a crowd 

 

SI Chicago's June meeting (date TBD) will be 

aboard Chicago's First Lady Lake/River Cruise. 

Contact Graham Mosey at 

graham@cartantours.com for more information 

and to register. 

 

Columbus 

 

SI Columbus’ next meeting will be May 21 at 

the Oscar’s in Dublin at 6 pm, click here to 

register. 

    

Louisville 

 

 Rolled out a brand new website, 

http://www.skallouisville.com. 

 

 
Check out the new SI Louisville website 

 

 
SI Louisville’s January visit to the Evan Williams Experience 

 

SI Louisville’s next meeting is May 8 at the Jim 

Bean Bourbon Distillery, contact Sherry Riggs 

at (502) 551-4355 for more information and to 

register.  

 

mailto:graham@cartantours.com
http://cbusskal.com/programs-events/rsvp-for-our-next-event/
http://www.skallouisville.com/
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Memphis 
 

 Debuted a brand new website this 

month, http://www.skalmemphis.com/.  

 

 
Check out the new SI Memphis website 

 

 
SIUSA RVP Michael Kleine-Kracht and ISC Llana Smith 

dropped in on the April SI Memphis meeting 

 

SI Memphis’ next meeting is May 29 at the 

Peabody Hotel at 6 pm, click here to register. 

 

Pittsburgh 

 

 Will be hosting the 10th Annual Joe 

Kane Scholarship Benefit Golf Outing 

on July 21 at Williams Country Club in 

Weirton, WV.  

 
SI Pittsburgh's next meeting will be Tuesday 

May 20.  Contact Howard Huzzard at 

huz@comcast.net for more information and to 

register.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Got a Special Skål Occasion 

Coming Up? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Installation Ceremony 

 

 Formal Dinner 

 

 Retirement Ceremony 

 

 Monthly Skål Meeting 

 

 Industry Event 

 

 Need a Commemorative 

Note to Send 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We’ve Got Your Bling! 
 

 

Check the catalogue on page 23. 

 

Email us with your order: siusa@buses.org  

 

 

 

http://www.skalmemphis.com/
http://www.skalmemphis.com/#!rsvp/cepc
mailto:huz@comcast.net
mailto:siusa@buses.org
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News & Highlights from Region III 
 

Anchorage 

 

 
SI Anchorage at a hockey game after the February meeting 

 

Boise 

 

 Will be presenting their bid on the 2016 

NAASC during the Halifax meeting. 

 Will hold their Annual Golf Tournament 

on June 9th.  It is 18-holes with a dinner 

auction afterwards. 

 

 

2014 Skål International Boise Board Members 
 

SI Boise’s next meeting will be April 29 at the 

Riverside Hotel, contact Rene Adams at (208) 

287-4773 to register. 

 

Reno-Tahoe 

 

 Will hold their 29th Annual Golf 

Tournament on June 18 at Lakeridge 

Golf Club. This is their annual 

fundraiser. Come and have a chance to 

play with Baseball Hall of Famer, Vida 

Blue. Call Toni Koster at (775) 954-

4140 for more information. 

 

 
Register for the SI Reno-Tahoe Golf Tournament 

 

Sacramento 

 

 Held the April meeting at Malabar 

American Grill. 

 

SI Sacramento’s next meeting will be May 22 at 

Scotts Seafood, contact Carol Fox at (360) 471-

1139 for more information and to register.  
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San Francisco 

 

 March meeting was the club’s first ever 

lunch meeting at Wayfare Tavern. 
 

 
Great turnout for SI San Francisco’s 1st ever lunch meeting 

 

 
A fantastic menu was assembled for SI San Francisco’s 1st lunch 

 

 
February’s meeting featured a changing of the guard, Officer 

Installations 

SI San Francisco’s next meeting will be May 1 

at the Hornblower at 6 pm, click here to 

register. 

 

San Jose 

 

 Held 18th Annual White Elephant 

Auction during April meeting at 

Michaels at the Shoreline. 

 

SI San Jose’s next meeting will be May 23 at the 

Los Gatos Brewing Company at 5:30 pm, 

contact Rick Adams at Info@SanJoseSkal.org 

to register. 

 

Seattle 

 

 Celebrated the club’s 60th Anniversary 

during the March meeting at Sullivan’s 

restaurant. 

 

 
SIUSA President Carlos Banks was present to induct new SI 

Seattle members 

 

 
SIUSA RVP Toni Koster joined SIUSA President Banks in the SI 

Seattle Anniversary celebration 

 

http://www.skalsanfrancisco.org/Pages/ClubNews.aspx
mailto:Info@SanJoseSkal.org
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News & Highlights from Region IV 
 

Atlanta 

 

 Five college students received $750 to 

$1,500 in tuition assistance and a 

complimentary annual membership to 

the Skål International Atlanta Club's 

Young Skål division at the February 

meeting. The scholars included three 

Georgia State University students one 

from Gwinnett Technical College and 

one from North Carolina State 

University. 

 Will hold the SI Atlanta Annual Auction 

event during April meeting. Interested 

bidders can view the auction items by 

visiting the Auction Page.  
 

 
Bring your checkbooks and credit cards to the SIAtlanta Auction 

 

 
Representatives from Turkey were present to celebrate the recent 

twinning of SI Atlanta and SI Istanbul during the Installation 

Dinner and President’s Ball in January 
 

 

 

Fort Lauderdale & the Palm Beaches 

 

 Held Annual Installation of Officers 

Dinner during April meeting. 
 

 
SIUSA President Carlos Banks and VP Administration Martha McClintock 

assisted during the Installation event 

 

 
A special presentation on local tourism strategies was shared with SI Ft. 

Lauderdale & the Palm Beaches 
 

SI Fort Lauderdale & the Palm Beaches’ next 

meeting will be May 13 at Mai-Kai at 6:00 pm, 

contact rsvp@skal-ftlauderdale-palmbeaches.org 

to register. 

    

http://www.skalatlanta.org/auction.html
mailto:rsvp@skal-ftlauderdale-palmbeaches.org
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Jacksonville 

 

 SI Jacksonville members raised more 

than $1,000 and donated funds and their 

time to the Katie Foundation during its 

annual Katie Ride event in support of 

organ donation. 

 

 
SI Jacksonville members supported the Katie Foundation during 

its annual Katie Ride event on Amelia Island in April 

 

SI Jacksonville’s next meeting will be May 15 at 

the Renaissance Resort at 6 pm, call Michael 

Cunningham at (706) 724-0851 to register.  

 

Myrtle Beach 
 

 
Myrtle Beach keeps growing! New members being pinned at the 

March meeting. 

 

SI Myrtle Beach’s next meeting will be held 

April 29 at Kimbel’s at Wachesaw Plantation, 

contact jrusher@TheBrandonAgency.com for 

more information and to register.  

 

Orlando 

 
 Held a special presentation during the 

club’s annual Installation Dinner in 

March at the Hard Rock Hotel at 

Universal Orlando where four new 

Young Skål student members were 

inducted. 

 SI Orlando has enjoyed watching their 

Young Skål members transition from 

school their careers in Hospitality 

Management.  

 Many transitioning Young Skålleagues 

have remained Skål members and even 

transferred their membership to other 

SIUSA Clubs and SI clubs around the 

world such as the Garmisch 

Partenkirchen Skål club in Germany. 

 
SI Orlando is proud of its Young Skål program 
 

SI Orlando’s next meeting will be May 13 at the 

Wyndham Orlando Resort at 6 pm, click here to 

register.  

 

Puerto Rico 

 Held their annual Installation Dinner 

during the March meeting at Club 

Nautico. 
 

 
A special presentation to 2014 Skålleague of the Year Hans-

Georg Roerhbein 

http://www.katierideforlife.org/
mailto:jrusher@TheBrandonAgency.com
http://www.skalorlando.com/index.php?page=registration
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SI Puerto Rico put together an awesome display for their 

installation 

 

Tampa Bay 
 

 Held the Installation/Past Presidents 

Banquet meeting at the Loews Don 

CeSar Resort in March. 

 Celebrating the club’s 55th anniversary 

this year. 

 

  

Spectacular gathering on the rooftop for the SI Tampa Bay 

Installation dinner 
 

SI Tampa Bay’s next meeting will be May 12 at 

Bon Appetit Restaurant at 6 pm, click here to 

register.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIUSA Club Connections:  
You’re Travelling, Keep Up With a 

Club on the Go  
  

 

Albany   

 

 

Atlantic 

City 
  

 

 

Baltimore  

  

 

Boston   

 

 

Central PA   

 

 

Connecticut  

  

Hampton 

Roads  

  

 

Long Island  

  

 

New York    
North East 

PA  

  

 

Northern 

NJ 
  

 

 

Philadelphia   

 

 

Washington  

  

 

Chicago   

 

 

Columbus  

  

 

Louisville   

 

 

Memphis  

  

Minneapolis 

St. Paul  

  

 

Pittsburgh  

  

 

http://www.skaltampabay.com/Events?eventId=893850&EventViewMode=EventDetails
http://skalalbany.com/
https://www.facebook.com/skalalbany
http://207.99.120.101/skal/regionalevents.ihtml
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SKAL-Atlantic-City/401659859891381
https://www.facebook.com/tina.m.comma
http://skalboston.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SkalBoston
http://207.99.120.101/skal/regionalevents.ihtml
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SKAL-Central-PA-435/217707880121
http://www.skalconnecticut.com/
http://207.99.120.101/skal/regionalevents.ihtml
http://www.longislandskal.org/
http://www.nyskal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SkalNewYork
http://www.linkedin.com/company/skal-international-new-york
http://207.99.120.101/skal/regionalevents.ihtml
http://207.99.120.101/skal/regionalevents.ihtml
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SKAL-Northern-New-Jersey/121297227923596
http://207.99.120.101/skal/regionalevents.ihtml
https://www.facebook.com/SKALPhiladelphia
http://www.skaldc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SKAL-Chicago/214178938617299
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Chicago-Skal-4422017/about
http://cbusskal.com/
http://www.skallouisville.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/S-I-Louisville/215756978458256
http://www.skalmemphis.com/
http://mspskal.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SKAL-International-Pittsburgh/188894841163420
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SIUSA Club Connections:  
You’re Travelling, Keep Up With a 

Skål Club While on the Go  
  

 

Anchorage   
 

Boise  

 

 

Sacramento   
 

San Francisco   
 

San Jose  

 

 

Seattle  

 

 

Atlanta   
 

Charlotte  

 

Ft. Lauderdale & 

the Palm Beaches  

 

 

Jacksonville  

 

 

Miami   
Myrtle Beach 

 

 

 

Orlando  

 

 

Puerto Rico   
 

Tampa Bay   
 

Austin  

 

 

Dallas  

 

 

New Orleans  

 

 

Colorado   
 

Hawaii   
 

Las Vegas  

 

 

Los Angeles  

 

 

Tucson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

SIUSA Trivia 

 

What was the first Skål Club founded in 

the United States? 

 

What year was it founded? 

 

 

Hint: It is on the website of Club #28. 

 

Check back on May 9 on SIUSA’s 

Facebook page for the answer. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.skalanchorage.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SKAL-Anchorage-Gavel/475089455878198
https://secure.meetingsystems.com/skal/contact.html
http://www.skalsacramento.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SKAL-International-Sacramento/261873060571531
http://www.skalsanfrancisco.org/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/SKALClubSF
http://www.sanjoseskal.org/Welcome.html
http://www.seattleskal.org/
http://www.skalatlanta.org/
https://www.facebook.com/skalint.atlanta
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Charlotte-SKAL-Chapter/535977606464879
http://www.skal-ftlauderdale-palmbeaches.org/
http://www.skaljacksonville.com/
http://www.skalmiami.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Skål-International-Miami/190425824334701
http://207.99.120.101/skal/regionalevents.ihtml
http://www.skalorlando.com/
http://www.skalpuertorico.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SkalClubPuertoRico
http://www.skaltampabay.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SkalTampaBay
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Skal-Club-of-Austin/266885283364061
https://www.facebook.com/SkalDallas
http://skalneworleans.com/
http://www.skalcolorado.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Skal-International-Colorado/176263959051811
http://www.skalhawaii.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Skal-International-Hawaii/327332304060220#!/pages/Skal-International-Hawaii/327332304060220
http://lasvegasskal.com/
http://www.laskal.org/index.htm
http://www.skaltucson.com/
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News & Highlights from Region V 
 

Arkansas 
 

 Hosted a membership drive culminating 

with a “Spring Fling” event at the 

Wyndham Riverfront, North Little Rock 

on March 29.  The club is proud to 

announce six new members were 

accepted in March with another ten 

potential members under consideration.   

 

 
Pinning new members at the “Spring Fling” event at the 

Wyndham Riverfront in March  
 

Austin 

 

 Members participated as sponsor on 

behalf of SI Austin at the 18th Annual 

Austin Hotel and Lodging Association 

golf tournament. During the event, SI 

Austin held a raffle, earning more than 

$1000 for the club. 

 

 
SIUSA President Carlos Banks visited with the SI Austin Club 

during its February meeting 

Dallas 
 

 
SIUSA President Carlos Banks joined SI Dallas for their 

February meeting 
 

Ft. Worth 
 

  
SI Ft. Worth keeps growing! 

 

New Orleans 

 

 SI New Orleans debuted a new website, 

http://skalneworleans.com/.  

 

 
The SI New Orleans website has a jazzy new look 
 

SI New Orleans’ next meeting will be May 19, 

additional details to come. Click here to 

register. 

http://www.austinlodging.org/18th-annual-golf-tournament/
http://www.austinlodging.org/18th-annual-golf-tournament/
http://skalneworleans.com/
http://www.skalneworleans.com/page32.html
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News & Highlights from Region VI 
 

The biggest excitement of REGION VI during 

the past few months has been the announcement 

that Skål International - Tucson won the bid for 

the summer SIUSA National Committee 

Meeting (NCM). The last NCM was held in 

2012 in Florida and was very well-attended by 

national and international Skål members. 
 

According to long-time member and President 

of the Tucson’s club, Art Allis “We look 

forward to inviting our fellow Skålleagues to 

Tucson to enjoy our southwest charm”.   
 

“It’s been a long time since we hosted a national 

event for Skål and Tucson welcomes you all to 

the finest Southwest hospitality as well as our 

culture and culinary experiences influenced from 

our Mexican neighbors just an hour away.  We 

have planned a weekend of fun, with a 

sprinkling of educational activities.” 
 

Registration and meeting details can be found on 

the new Skål Tucson website, TucsonSkål.com.  

A quick look on the details is located below: 

 
NCM Schedule: August 8 – 10, 2014   
 

Friday: SIUSA Board Meeting  
 

Friday 

Evening: 

 

Mexican Fiesta and Mariachis 

for Board Members and 

delegates  
 

Dinner on your own at our 

nearby “Tucson Originals” 

restaurants. 
 

Saturday 

Morning: 

 

Keynote speakers panel, tour to 

Pima Air and Space Museum 
or Golf at 49ers Country Club 

 

Saturday: 
 

Lunch 
 

Saturday 

Afternoon: 

 

SIUSA National Committee 

Meeting 
 

Saturday 

Evening: 

 

Dinner at historic Old Tucson, 

celebrating 75 years of movie-

making. 
 

Thursday to 

Saturday 

 

Reverse Happy Hour 10 PM – 1 

AM in Breeze Patio Bar & Grill. 

 

 

Colorado 

 Approved new bylaws and await 

confirmation from Skål International. 
 

  
SI Colorado members come in a variety of breeds 

 

SI Colorado’s next meeting will be May 1 at 

Brio Tuscan Grille in Denver at 6 pm. Click 

here to register.  

 

Hawaii 

 

 
Lots of enthusiasm for SI Hawaii at the January meeting at the 

Outrigger Canoe Club 
 

SI Hawaii’s next meeting will be April 25 at 

11:30 am, contact Naomi at 

skalhawaii@gmail.com to register. 

 

htps://www.TucsonSkal.com/
http://www.pimaair.org/
http://www.fortyninercc.com/-home
http://www.skalcolorado.com/#!rsvp/c16gl
http://www.skalcolorado.com/#!rsvp/c16gl
mailto:skalhawaii@gmail.com


 

Want to get news and pictures from your club included in the next issue of SIUSA Journeys? Submit it via 

email to siusa@buses.org. Please send the SIUSA Administrators your monthly meeting invitations! 

Los Angeles 

 

 Brought a new look to the club website, 

http://www.laskal.org/index.htm.  

 

 
A new look and feel for SI Los Angeles 

 

SI Los Angeles’ next meeting will be May 16 at 

Casa Sanchez at 11:30 am, click here to 

register. 

 

 
Tucson 
 

 Debuted a brand new website, 

http://www.skaltucson.com.  

 

 
A new website to welcome you to SI Tucson 

 

SI Tucson’s next meeting will be March 1 at the 

Hacienda del Sol for their Installation Gala at 6 

pm, contact Tom Andrews at  

(520) 751-3774 for more information and click 

here to register.

 

 

Are You 

Following 

SIUSA Online? 
 

 
 

 

 Join the 

Conversation! 

 

 Share Your 

Club Stories! 

 

 Promote 

Your 

Meetings! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.siusa.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:siusa@buses.org
http://www.laskal.org/index.htm
http://www.laskal.org/index.htm#!rsvp/cg8i
http://www.skaltucson.com/
http://www.skaltucson.com/#!rsvp/cjg9
http://www.skaltucson.com/#!rsvp/cjg9
http://www.siusa.org/
http://www.laskal.org/index.htm
http://www.siusa.org
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/SKAL-International-USA-SIUSA-3950970/about
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SKALUSA/
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Please contact your Regional Vice President or the SIUSA Administrators  

for an updated jewelry order form.  

 

Submit your order via email to siusa@buses.org. Checks preferred, credit cards also accepted. 

mailto:siusa@buses.org

